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when they were commended by Meres in his Wits
Treasury. And knowing the parts and methods of
both Shakespeare and Breton, one would be justified
in presuming that the latter got his idea either by see-
ing Shakespeare's Sonnets 82 and 105 in manuscript,
or by hearing them quoted.
Who, then, would be more likely to show or quote
them to him than Mr. William Harbert, if he were
the person to whom they were addressed, and if they
were addressed to him shortly after the publication of
Wits Trenchmourw.1597 or 1598?
It does not matter whether he was the Angler, or
whether he knew Breton before 1597. What does
matter is that a book was dedicated to him in this year,
and that in Sonnet 82 Shakespeare himself reveals that
a book has just been dedicated to his young friend,
Mr.W.H.
I grant, thou wert not married to my muse,
And therefore mayst without attaint overlook
The dedicated words which writers use
Of their fair subject, blessing every book.
Leaving the date of composition of this Sonnet for
the moment, we find in other respects that Shake-
speare could be addressing William Harbert no less
accurately than Mr. W. H. For no book, other
than Wits Trenchmour, exists with 'dedicated